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Awry, and cause their craft to veer.
And thereupon they climbed on board
And straight into the ship they poured.
The foe were not left-handed j they
Fell on our men, to cut and slay.                                        2,240
Those of our folk who were adept
In these things vigorously leapt
Into the ship, while theirs slashed arm
And leg, and did us grievous harm.
AND SINK  IT
Our men did battle of such sort
That they drove them into the port,
The pagans, who exceedingly
Feared death, fought back desperately:
In squads upon the deck they mounted,
Squads carefully arranged and counted:                                2,250
Fresh soldiers to the battle swarmed,
In bold array, perfectly armed.
And so they fought, and both sides smote
Great blows within the pagan boat.
The Saracens made an attack
So strong they drove our seamen back,
But these in their own galleys drew
Together, and assailed anew.
The king told them to ram into
The ship until they stove it through 5                                    2,260
And so they rammed, and so hard drove
That it at several points was stove.
It foundered through the holes thus wrought,
Ending this battle fiercely fought.68
So giving way, the Saracens
Leapt in the sea by tens and tens.
Each of our men slew all he could:
68 The Arab accounts all agree that the captain of the ship, when he saw that it was
liable to fall into the hands of the crusaders, deliberately foundered his ship by breaking
holes in the bottom of the vessel (Beha ed Din, p. 2505 Ibn al Athir, p. 43). Ralph of
Diceto (II, 94) says that the ship was pierced and sunk by a diver from Richard's fleet,